
TYPES OF CONFLICTS 

 
“You’re my best friend…” 

“I don’t like you!” 
“I want to be your friend again…” 

 
Kids go through a lot of social change throughout their 
school years.  It can be hard, as a parent, to know how to 
help our kids navigate the ups and downs of growing-up.  
Social media has made that all the more difficult.  But 
understanding that there are different kinds of conflict 
and knowing that different kinds of conflict require 
different levels of adult assistance can help.  On the back 
of this newsletter is an article co-written by our Social 
Worker, Ms. Tyminski.  She has also included links to 
more information on this important topic. 

 
  
 
  

 

                      TJ TIMES                 

Calendar 
 

December 

12/2  PTO General Meeting – 6:30 PM 
12/2-7  Book Fair 
12/4  School Spelling Bee 
12/7   Pancake Breakfast 
12/20   Minimum Day 
12/21 – 1/5  Winter Break 
 

January 

1/5  School resumes! 
1/14 Academy Information Night for new candidates 
1/20  Martin Luther King Holiday – no school 
 

www.fcusd.org/tje 

DECEMBER 2019 

Gates are Closing… 
School starts at 8:25 for most students.  The gates along 
Dean Way will be closing at 8:25. Students who arrive 
after the gates are closed must go to the office and get a 
late slip.   
 
We will be working on having the 
campus “closed” during school 
hours.  Visitors will sign-in at the office. 

Schedule Reminder: 
Minimum Day: December 20 

Regular Minimum Day 
December 20 

Kindergarten 8:25 – 11:46 
Grade 1-5 8:25 -  1:31 

 

Please be at school no later than first bell at 8:20 

 
Remember: We must account for every child, every 
day.  If your child is absent, please call the office to 

let us know.  916-294-9175 
 

Student Safety  

 
We are doing all we can to help students get to school 
safely.  Most of our drivers are doing a great job too!  
We will continue help in the crosswalks as much as we 
can, but there is not enough staff to cover all areas. 
 
The biggest danger we have is cars that block the 
street, and crosswalks, along Dean Way.  You cannot 
unload students while double parked, nor can you wait 
in the street for a space to open along the curb.  Come 
on through the driveway to drop students.  We have 
supervision in the back to help move things along.  It is 
safe and relatively quick!   
 

Police will be ticketing cars that block traffic, so please 
do not double park or block the street. 

 

Toy Drive 

 

The Leadership club is holding a toy drive 

to support the Folsom Police Department’s 

Toys of Tots donation program for 

families in need. 

Students are encouraged to bring a new, 

unwrapped toy by Friday, December 18th.   

Drop-off in the office! 

http://www.fcusd.org/tje


 

Rudeness, Meanness, and Bullying: What are the differences? 
By Joanna Knight, LMFT and Emilia Tyminski, ACSW 

 
The issue of bullying has garnered significant media attention in past years. Research indicates that between 

1 in 4 and 1 in 3 U.S. students have been bullied at school while 70.6% of young people report having 

witnessed bullying.  Although studies suggest that bullying rates overall may be declining, bullying prevention 

and positive school climate remain a strong focus in schools1. As we begin this school year, we feel it is 

important to distinguish between behaviors that may be considered “rude”, “mean” or “bullying” in nature 

so that teachers, parents, kids, administrators, and police may be aware and can effectively intervene. 

 

Rude – Inadvertently saying or doing something that hurts someone else. 

Look at behavior in context – incidents are usually spontaneous, unplanned, based on thoughtlessness, poor 

manners or narcissism – typically not meant to hurt someone. Examples: jumping ahead in line, burping in 

someone’s face, bragging about achieving highest score/grade, throwing crushed leaves at someone  

 

Mean – Purposefully saying on doing something to hurt someone once (or maybe twice). Distinction between 

“rude” and “mean” lies in intent. Rudeness is often unintentional, but mean behavior aims to hurt or 

depreciate someone.  Meanness is often motivated by angry feelings and/or the misguided goal of propping 

themselves up in comparison to others; it is often impulsive cruelty. Often consists of criticizing others’ 

clothing, appearance, belongings, intelligence, family, behavior, accomplishments, etc.  Examples: “I hate 

you”, “You’re ugly”, “Weren’t you wearing that yesterday”, etc.   

 

Bullying – Intentionally aggressive behavior, repeated over time, that typically involves an imbalance of 

power.  Bullying entails three key elements: an intent to harm, a power imbalance, and repeated acts or 

threats of aggressive behavior. Bullying may be physical, verbal, and relational or may use technology/social 

media as a medium. 

 
If your child shares that something happened at school, consider the following questions when attempting to 

determine if the incident involved rudeness, meanness or bullying: 

 Has anything like this happened before or has your child shared any similar incidents? 

 Do you sense that they may be covering for someone? 

 How many other peers were involved in the incident? 

 

Adapted from Rude Vs. Mean Vs. Bullying: Defining the Differences by Signe Whitson 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/signe-

whitson/bullying_b_2188819.html?utm_campaign=hp_fb_pages&utm_source=parents_fb&utm_medium=fa

cebook&ncid=fcbklnkushpmg00000037 

 

Further Reading: 

Rudeness and Disrespect: How Kids Try to “Defuse” It - 

https://www.empoweringparents.com/article/rudeness-and-disrespect-how-kids-try-to-defuse-it/ 

How Rude! An Age-By-Age Guide to Teaching Kids Manners - 

https://www.familyeducation.com/life/manners/how-rude-age-age-guide-teaching-kids-manners 

Helping Kids Deal with Bullies - http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/bullies.html# 

How to Talk About Bullying - https://www.stopbullying.gov/prevention/talking-about-it/index.html 

Teaching Kids Not to Bully - http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/no-bullying.html 

                                                           
1 https://www.stopbullying.gov/media/facts/index.html#ftn3 
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